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7AINEDLTRSE Industrial Targets
TR R = 4 The experiment. with night precision attacks was short-lived. It

was suggested by Arnold who had been greatly impressed by night

" operations during the March blitz.* LeMay was willing to try the

isﬁ experlment (& experiment: if successful, the tactics contemplated would go far to-
1 A~ g e ward making precision bombing independent of weather, and night
short-lived JEan(ci¥NOI bombing was more efficient than day in tonnage lifted and less.costly
in_planes. lost. His first trial was a large one, a 25 1-plane mission
against Mitsubishi-Nagoya on 24 March. In four daylight attacks this
AT OB priority target had received only minor damage. For the night attacks,
25 operational plans were based on a variation of the RAF pathfinder
technique: 10 minutes before bombing time 10 B-29’s were to light

the engine works area with M26 flares; 5 minutes later another 10
D - n wernald Auwan Mem inrandiars alncrere +a ctart marleer fires: then
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Negligible= THRBICES L] R

7 XUNE DO FIEKSE(C( The several formations came over with excellent timing but thereafter
o _ the attack fell apart. Cloud complicated the bomb run and, combined
negligible BX3(ESTRL) with smoke from the incendiaries, obscured the lights from the flares;

some of the incendiaries fell outside the factory complex and bom-
bardiers sighting on them were off target. Thus, though the attack
with its 1,533 tons was the heaviest ever sent by the command against
a single aircraft industry target, the results were negligible: only 6o

ARy, tons of bombs fell in the factory area, damaging a few minor buildings
- AIR FORCES:"

and causing no appreciable loss in production.’

Still interested in the possibilities of night tactics, LeMay’s opera-
tions officers realized that some more effective way of lighting the
target would have to be devised. Because there was no agreement at
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